, “If Dr. King were around today,” saidJohn black people Jiaye achieved extraordinary in 1978 has nearly the same chance of going 
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of Social Change 



to college as a white child — a social change 
which could be as meaningful. for the future 
as the. GI Bill was after World War n. 

These days, black political leaders feel a' 
seasonal chill in racial politics — disappoint- 
ment mth the president they helped elect, a 
fear ttat white America is backing away 
from its commitments to the black minority. 

Yet the last decade also produced the 
^eatest political ascendancy for blacks since 
Reconstruction. From 100 or so black elected 
officials in 1964, the nation now has 4,300 — 
most of them in the South, where black 
people w’ere excluded from voting 15 years 
ago. 

So those who marched with King, ordained 
ministers who shared- his “prophetic vision” 
of pea^ful change, are both pleased and 
despairing in 1978, as they believe Dr. King 
woidd 1^. Disappointed by the millions left, 
behind in poverty, surprised by sudden prog- 
ress on other fronts...- 1 _ . 



John Lewis, now . associate director of 
Action, thought King “would be pleased, on 
the one hand, that there is less racial fear, 
less racial hostility, on the part of blacks 
toward whites and on the part of whites 
toward blacks. But he would be disappointed 
to see that, for the most part, we are still two 
societies, one white, one black.” 

'nie Rev. Andrew Young, who went from 
civil rights to Congress to his post as U.N. 
ambassador, feels King would be “thrilled” 
by the changes across the South and in Ms 
own hometown, Atlanta, where a black mavor 
governs, but terribly disappointed by the ra- 
cial divisions which persist nationally. 

“Things have probably come much fur-, 
ther than he might have expected in the 
Deep South,” Young said, interviewed last 
week in Nigeria. ‘The South has come to 
with its traditional racism very well. 

See KING, AI8, Col. 1 



